An Everlasting Memory
Eulogy For Our Beloved Father
Our beloved father, Mr. Chi-Moh Tang, was born on March 16,
1922, in our hometown of the Tang Village, West County, Lu-Chiang
District, An-Huei Province, China. Our great-grandfather, Mr. Wen-Pu
Tang, was a traditional Chinese scholar and founder of a school with
students from all over the neighboring districts. Our grandfather, Mr.
Bee-Ting Tang, began a life of public service at the age of 18. His
loyalty, honesty, and hospitality was well known in our hometown and
he was well loved and respected by the people during his 30 plus
years of public service in the district, which included serving as the
County Administrative Chief, Bank Manager, and Director General of
the Chamber of Commerce. During WW II, he raised funds by selling
his belongings in order to help people survive the devastation from the
war.
Father had 11 siblings, but only 1 elder brother, 1 elder sister,
and 2 younger sisters remained alive after WW II. His elder brother,
Mr. Chi-Ding Tang, studied Chinese Literature from the great scholar
Mr. Zhang Tai-Yang. Father was also very talented in his studies since
childhood. Even when the family was evacuated to western provinces
during World War II, he continued his studies in middle and high
schools amid hardship in the war-torn country. After the war, father
managed to graduate from the National An-Huei University with a
Bachelor's degree in Political Science and Economics. Soon, however,
the hometown was stirred up again from the Communist Revolution
and father decided to join the Nationalist army and moved to Taiwan
with mother and 2 children, one aged 4 (Hsiung-Fei) and the other in
infancy (James Tsung-Ying). Life was very hard in those days and
mother became ill from homesickness and poor living conditions. After
Der-Pu was born, father decided to request a transfer to a services
unit, the Army’s Printing and Engraving Works, in order to be close to
mother and the children. He stayed in that unit for 21 years and
worked his way up to eventually be promoted to full colonel and plant
manager in charge of the Works with more than 500 officers and
civilian employees. He received many medals in his military career for
his excellent service and accomplishments, including improving safety,
efficiency, as well as the product quality and profitability of the Works.
When he retired from military service he turned over to his successor
over 10 million NT$ net profits, an unprecedented amount in the
history of the Works.

After military service, father began his second career by forming
a partnership to develop a small farming business and, at the same
time, teaching in a business high school in central Taiwan. However, 3
years later, he decided to return to Taipei to be close to grandfather
who was over 80 years old and in deteriorating health. Father was a
traditionalist and his priority was to serve grandfather until
grandfather passed away in 1978 at age 84. After that, father went to
the island of Peng-Hu and picked up his teaching career again in the
Provincial Peng-Hu High School and served as the Business Manager
there for 10 more years. Those were his happier time in life, as he was
able to spend his holidays returning to Taipei to enjoy reunions with
eldest son Hsiung-Fei, daughter-in-law Hai-Yang, and grandchildren
Der-Ron and Der-Chen. After retirement from his teaching career,
father traveled to Los Angeles and stayed with his youngest son
Der-Pu, daughter-in-law Chi-Lang, and grandchildren Daniel and
Diana, to enjoy more retirement life in the United States. Second son
Tsung-Ying (James), daughter-in-law Edith, and grandson Michael
often came to visit during holidays, even during their 7 years of
overseas assignment in Southeast Asia. Father also occasionally
returned to Taipei for short visits and even made a trip back to his
hometown in China to visit his sisters. These years were the best time
in his life until 2 years ago, when his health began to deteriorate due
to Alzheimer and Parkinson’s illness. A month ago, father suffered a
fall and broke his leg. The anesthetics from the surgery complicated
his conditions and required additional surgery and treatment in ICU.
His suffering was finally over at around 8 PM on January 9, 2003,
when he left this Earth in peace.
Father’s selfless character in caring for others’ needs before his
own, his hard working style, and strong will in overcoming hardship
have all set a remarkable example for his sons, grandchildren and
future generations by living a truthful, meaningful, and beautiful life.
His eldest son Hsiung-Fei served in the military for over 30 years and
is now serving as the Secretary General of the Li-Ming Cultural
Development Foundation in Taiwan, after retiring as a Lt. General.
Second son Tsung-Ying (Jim) has worked for ExxonMobil for over 25
years and is now providing technical consulting as a specialist in the
Asia Pacific. Youngest son Der-Pu is an expert in color separation
technology in the printing process and has established his own
company in Los Angeles to provide quality service in the printing
industry. All 3 daughters-in-law have worked hard to keep their
houses in order and raised well-mannered grandchildren. Father
should be able to rest in peace knowing that his baton has and will
continue to be passed on to generations to come.

As we hold this memorial service for father, we feel a
tremendous loss as we miss him deeply. Mother left us 46 years ago
when father was only 36 years old. He had to pack up his sorrow and
manage to raise 3 young boys all by himself, in addition to caring for
grandfather during the early years in Taiwan when supplies were
short. His love for his family and devotion to his work demanded long
years of endurance, yet he has never complained about the hardship
in his life. In our fond memory, father never considered his personal
enjoyment and always loved us not only as a father, but also as
mother’s substitute. Father, Dad: you’ll always live in our heart and
we’ll always love you in everlasting memory….
To our friends: we are very grateful for your friendship and
caring for our father. Your thoughtfulness has warmed our hearts
during this time as we hold this memorial service to celebrate father’s
life. Our best wishes to you and your loved ones.
Peace and Love in God,
Hsiung-Fei, Tsung-Ying (Jim), and Der-Pu Tang

